
 

 

 

Encountering God’s Grace (John 1:16) 
 

Dear Calvary Family, 
 

As October begins, I invite you to reflect on a simple promise: God’s 
grace meets us where we are.  We do not have to have everything 

figured out before we come to God.  We can come with our questions, 
our struggles, our gratitude, and our hopes. God is already reaching out 

to us. 
 

Our theme this month is “Encountering God’s Grace.”  John 1:16 says, 
“From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”  These words 

remind us that grace is God’s gift.  We do not earn it by being good 
enough.  We receive it through Jesus Christ, again and again, as we learn 

to trust and follow him. 
 

We will begin the month with the story of Jesus and the Samaritan 
woman at the well.  She comes looking for water, but her conversation 

with Jesus becomes an encounter that changes her life.  Jesus knows the 
truth about her, yet he stays and speaks with her.  He offers her living 

water.  His grace opens the door to a new beginning. 
 

I find comfort in this story.  Sometimes we wonder whether God would 
still welcome us if all our struggles were known.  Jesus shows us that we 
can come to him honestly.  We do not need to hide our pain or pretend 
that our lives are perfect.  He sees us fully and invites us to receive the 

life he gives. 
 

In the following weeks, we will reflect on Abraham’s faith, the place of 
prayer in our lives, and the strength God gives us when we face 

difficulties. Each passage offers another way to understand grace. Grace 
helps us trust God when we cannot see what lies ahead.  Grace draws us 

closer to God in prayer. Grace gives us strength to keep going, even 
when the way is hard. 

 
My hope is that we will notice God’s grace in our daily lives as well as in 
worship.  We may see it in a kind word, a visit from a friend, a moment 
of peace in prayer, or the courage to take one more step. And as we 
receive grace, we can share it.  We can listen with patience, welcome 

someone who feels alone, and offer care to a neighbor in need. 
 

I look forward to walking through this month with you.  May God open 
our hearts to receive his grace and help us share it throughout Calvary 

and our community. 
Blessings ,Pastor Jong 
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Connect with God.   
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 
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CHURCH SERVICES AND HOURS 

1ST SUNDAYS- COMMUNION SUNDAY 

ALL SUNDAYS  10:30 AM - WORSHIP SERVICES 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 AM ADULT  (September-May) 
3RD SATURDAY, 9-11 AM – MIFFLIN FOOD PANTRY AT ZION 

4TH SATURDAY 5-6:30 PM -DINNER CHURCH AT ZION 

 

Church Office OPEN  

 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  9:00 -2:00 

Wednesday, 1:00-6:00 
 

 

10:30AM ~ WORSHIP 
 

October 4  Pastor Jong Kim 

World Communion/Praise Band 

 

October 11  Pastor Jong Kim 

Traditional Service 

 

SEPTEMBER ATTENDANCE 

includes visitors & streaming 

September  20-  72  people 

September 27-  54  people 

 

 

 

 
 

Adult Choir Rehearsal October 7th  and 

Bell Choir Rehearsal  

October 14th @ 7:00PM 

We need SOPRANOS!  

Please consider joining the choir.  
 

 

October 11, 2026 

Pastor Appreciation Sunday 
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BLESSED BONDS 

Wednesday, 
October 14th, 
11:30 AM at 

 Rody Family 
Restaurant in 
Flying Hills 

Sandy Graffius 

would like to send 

her appreciation and 

thanks for all the 

birthday cards she 

received from her 

church family and 

thank everyone that 

had a chance to 

celebrate with her on 

Sunday, 

 September 20! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Is it too early to think about the Star? Submitted by Bob Wagner 
I know the season of Advent is still some months away but, is it too early to think 
about the Star?  I’m not referring to a star as in the main character of a dramatic 

production but rather the shape. 
In my Old Testament readings I came across yet another possible example of why the 

“star” became significant in the lives of Christians.  Back in 1800-1400 BC the 
Israelites we about to experience their second attempt of entering the Promised Land. 
Numbers 24 tells us that God used an unlikely person to possibly initiate the concept 

of our Christmas Star. 
In Numbers and several other books of the Old Testament we read about Balaam.  

Balaam was a sorcerer widely known for his ability to issue effective curses and 
blessings.  While he was not a follower of God he did believe in Jehovah as the only 
true God.  Once again, God continues to demonstrate that He can use even those 

who chose not to be a faithful follower to act as His agent. 
So as the story goes, in the book of Numbers, the Israelites are physically moving 

across various lands toward the Promised Land.  But in doing so, some of the rules of 
the territories are not happy about this huge group of people and their livestock 

traveling across their respective domains. 
Here’s where Balaam comes into the picture.  He is summoned and offered a 

considerable reward if he would just curse the Israelites and cause them to stop their 
pilgrimage.  There’s a neat story about Balaam’s donkey that plays a major role in this 

saga but I leave that to you to read when you have time (Numbers 22).  Anyway, 
Balaam is repeatedly requested to curse the Israelites.  Each time Balaam enters into 
a conversation with God and God provides a message for Balaam to share with his 
would be employer.  Basically, Balaam refuses the reward and does not curse the 

Israelites. 
Here’s what peaked my interest.  In Balaam’s final message in which he refuses to 

issue a curse, he makes this statement:” A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will 
rise out of Israel."  I believe this is the first time the star (other than in Genesis 1:16) 
was mentioned in the early Bible.  Some believe that this reference is also the image 
that facilitated the belief in the star that ultimately led the Magi to see our Christmas 

Star – Jesus Christ. 
There are many other theories of how the “Star of Bethlehem” came into being.  I 

leave all the planetary and supernova explanations for you to ponder.  What 
continues to amaze me is that God used an unlikely human (just like you and me) to 
foretell of the coming of Christ about 1800 – 1400 years before it happened.  Honest, 

it’s in the Bible… 
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